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The Text. —_ 
Gen. chap. 28. verſ. 20, 21, 22. 


20. Then Jacob vowed a Vow, ſay- 
ing, If God will be with me, and 
will keepe mee in thu way that [ 

 goe, and will giue me bread to eat, 
and raiment to put on, 

21 So that I come againe to my fa- 

thers houſe in peace, then ſhall the 

Lord be my God. 

22, eAnd thi Stone, which I haue ſet 
vp 48 a Pillar, ſhalbe Gods houſe: 
and of all that thou ſhalt giue mee, 

| Fay ſurely giue the Tenth unto | 
tees | 


ad H 1: cn words are the 
-z Vowcot that holy Patri- 
” arke /acob , who being 
WD mortally hated of his bro- 
\Þ& ther E/as, for decciuin 
him(as hetearmed it) bot 

of his Birth-righr, and of 
4 IP YEARS) his Blefing, was forced to 
flic for his life : And by the aduiſe of his Mo- 
ther, with the expreſſe conſent, and commande- 
mentof his Fatherin the firſt verſe of this chap- 
ter, hee trauailed towards Padan-Aran vnto his 
| vnckle Zabanfor ſuccour; in hope there not onely 
to hauchis life ſecured fro his brothers rage z bur 

_ alſo tobe prouidedofa VWite, amongſt his owne 
kindred, which might be a helper, and comforter 
vnto him: yet he went not forth like a VVoer, nor 
bkeeither his father /aucs ſonne, or his grandfa- 
ther: Abrahams ſeruant , with Camels, and Men, 
A 3 and 
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Gen. 24. 
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and Tewels, and other prouiſion for ſuch a jour- | 

ney, ( for then perhappes hee had neuer made 

"this Vowe,) buthee wentall alonelike. apoore 
'Pilgrime, with his ſtaffe in his hand, and ſo came 

wearie, and late (the Sunne being downe) vnro a 
_.__.certaine place, neere vnto Hara, where he tooke 
Homil, 34. in VP his lodging forthatnight : and as Saint Chry- 


G:1.. ſoftome ſaith, 1bi dorminit, bi nox eum comprehen- 


dit, He ſlept there where he was benighted , nor 
in any towne or houſe; or tent, bur $46 dio, ma- 
king the earth his bed , heauen his canopie, and a 
ſtone (which hee found in that place) the pillow 
whereupon he repoſed his head: and yet hauing 
a wearied bodie,anda quiet conſcicnce(which are 
rwo good Engines, to draw on fleepe) he ſlept as 
ſoundly vpon'that hard pillow , as1t hee had lien 
vpona bed of Downe: And in his ſleepe he drea- 
med of a certaine Ladder reaching vp from carth 
to heauen,  vpon which the Angels of God aſcen- 
ded, and deſcended, and rhe Lord himſelfe ſtood 
at the toppe of the Ladder; who made vnto him 
a large, and a moſt gracious foure-fold promiſe, 
in ther 3. 14.and 15, verſes. 1. That he would 
give vnto him and his ſeed, that land vpon which 
he then flept. : 2. That hee would multiply his 
ſeede as rhe duſt of theearth. $3. Thar in his 
ſeed, all the Nations of the earth ſhould be Bleſ- 
ſed; . Andlaſtly, thathe would be with him,and 
keepe him whicherſoenetheewenr,, and bring 
him againe. vnto tharcland ;''and nor«roforſake 
him,vnrill he had performed all; that he had pro- 
miſed'vnto him. NOTION Sine 

pay When 
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When 7cob awoke out of his {lceps., and 
percciued that the Lord was inthat place, and he 
notaware of it, and that thar place was no other, 
but the houſe of God, and gate of heauen,verle 17. he 
was ſtricken with feare and reuerence , as euery 
one ought to bee;, that commeth within the gate 
of Gods houſe, and 'tooke the ſtone. that-lay 
vnder his head, and ſet it vp fora pillar, and 
powred oyle vpon the top of it, and called the 
name of -that: place B-thel, thatis , the houſe of 
God..." 

Andentring into a ſerious conſideration ofthis 

gracious Promiſe, which ftarre excceded all that 
hee could either aske, or thinke, hee did not 
through vnbeliete make any doubt of the perfor- 
mance thereof; but-certainely belieuing that it 
{hould be accompliſhed in due time,likea thanke- 
full Pilgrime , or a mancuen ouer-ioyed with vn- 
expected, but yer aſſured hopes ; he began to ſtu- 
die with himſelfe , what hee ſhould render vnto _ 
the Lord , for all theſe benefits promiſed vnto 
him ; and not finding any better meanes to ex- 
preſſe his thankefulnefle, he vowed a Vow in my 
Text, ſaying, /fGod will be with me,e*c. | 

Or which Vow there betwo parts. The firſt 
is, Petitio, a Requeſt, which he deſired of God; 
The ſecond is, Promi/7o,a dutic,which he promi- 
ſed to performe to God. 

The Petition in theſe words, 1 God will be with 
2we, and will keepe me inthis way that I goe, and will 
gine me bread toeat , and raiment to put on, ſo that I 
come againe tomy fathers houſe inpeace ;, Thedutic 

29 A 4 which 


: F o "> _ EY _- —_— elle ke 2 a ee ae Mitel s Ltd ad ont 7 Dok Got bs nad nds co nton: Wo Rr 9 PI PETS OOTY ws Wa I tha NE 
— & 4 ph. I A V . F A" - F kt T OE. Me. ” L7t Sd 's 4 Rc 4 P. FRE! = date ' gt "ey *% W DE IPEMINO -\ 628 oy > %- FD > y - pales "or a. Ec", , . : _ 
s - ; o « = ts » r p : - = p & , ” 4 <LI o 3a ? R ba 
9 wn, hs A : " *. 
I” 5 . ot "th # 
AF - o 


which: hee promiſethto performe in liew of this 


| benefitis threeold. 1. That the Lord ſhall be his 


God, 2. That the tone whith he had ſet wp for apillar, 
ſhould be Gods houſe. 3. That of all that God ſhould © 
gine him , he would 'gine unto God the Tenth. Of 
which points in order as they licin the Text. 

And firſt ofthe Petition, or requeſt, which (as 
you ſce) is very moderate , and reaſonable : for 
whereas God had promiſed vnto ' Jacob foure 
things; Tacob doth not deſire all, nor halfe, nor 
the thirde part of that which was promiſed ,. but 
contenteth himſelfe with the laſt, and leaſt of all 
thoſe foure things, and delireth nothing, but on- 
ly neceſſaries for the preſent; not 9aazles, or 
4anza for delight ; but onely bread for necefſhitic, 
that isneceſſarie food: not purple and fine linnen 
for pompe; but onely raiment ro put on, thatis, 
neceſlarie -cloathes : not the attendance of many 
feruanrs z but onely the proteQion , and bleſhng 
of God, without which, neither his food,nor rai- 
ment, nor anything cls could doe him good, nor 
himſelfe,cither be well, or be. 

\ But wharis the reaſon why 1/aac, who was ex- 
ceeding rich, ſent foorth his ſonne 7acob (who by 


- Gods prouidence was now lately made his Heire) 


ſo.exceeding poore, that heis faine to petition for 
foode and raiment, whereas e4braham his father, 
ſent foorrh his very ſeruant vpon the hke iourney 
richly furniſhed,and ſumptuoully attended?Was 
Abrahams ſernant better then Jſaacs ſonne ? 


ug.Ser,det?= Toomitthe diners Allegorics which Saint Au- 


for.7 g.Gre,mor. 


$b,5.04Þ.21. 


euſtine,and Gregorie haucobſcruedvpon hope: 
7 ape, 


4% © f OUS: ewe o#lh _ aa = 


1age , the reaſons, as Theodoret and others hauc 

well ſummed them vp,might be theſe, 

1 Vt fratris conatus melina declinaret, that going 
poorely , and priuately, his brother £/a# mighr 
not ſoealily miſſe him , nor know which way to 
purſue after him. 

2. Thar this miſeric dot a mooue his brother 
to compatſhon,and reconciliation. - |. . 

3. Vianimiu efet rewertena;, thatcarrying no 
wealth with him to maintaine , or-detaine him 
abroad, he might haue the more mind to returne 
vnto his father home againe.  _ -- 

4- Andlaſtly, that hee mighthaue the better 
experience of Gods mercie, as indeede he had, for 
which hee returned thankes vnto God at his re- 
rurne in the 32. chap. 

lacohs pouertie may teach vs, that although 
worldly proſperitie be the good blefhing of God, 
wherewith he often enricheth his owne children; 
yet hee eucr, at one time or other, chaſteneth 
thoſe,whom he loueth, and traineth them vpn. 
his ſchoole of affliition,and nurtureth ther with 
his Ferala of wants and crofles. Yirgatua & bacu- 

{us tnrs, faith the Plalmiſt &c.they muſt as well be Plalz3.;. 

humbled,and inſtructed with his rod of corre&i- 

on,as ſupported with his ſtafte of comfort. Abra- 
ham and 4ſaac, Tob, and Dawid, and 1acob allo 

ip.my Text, after his returne from Padan-eAran, 
were all rich, and our Lord himſelfe was Lord of 

| all, and; yer none of them. wanted either” their 

wants or croſſes. And the childten of 7/rael,Gods 

owne people were not onely pinched with wants 
om B in 
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inthe wilderneſſe; but were pricked withthornes 
intheir eyes;and geades in their {tdes, euen inthe 
land of Promiſe. 

Whence wee maylearne, that 4du2r/itie 1s the 
blefling of God vpon his Children, aſwell as Pro- 
ſp-ritie. Res proſpera donum eft con/olantis,res adurr(a 
aonis eft admonentss Dei, faith $S. Auguſtine, Proſpe- 
ritie ts the gift of God comforting , Adverſitie the gift 
of God adrroniſhing:: Proſperity may bee the more 
pleaſant, bur Adner/tie many times is the more 
profitable :which made Danzdout of his own ex- 
perience ingenioully confeſſe, that it was good 
for him, that hee had beene afflited: And ſo ir 
is good for vs all ro be aftlited ſometimes,els we 
{ſhould forger both God , and our ſelues, and bee 
too much wedded to this world, and fay with 
Same Peter, Banum eft eſſe hic, and begin ro build 
ſuch Tabernacles here vpon earth, as would hin- 
der vs from our cuerlaſting Tabernacles of bliffe 
in heauen. Andthus much of lacobs pouertie and 
want. 

But now beingin ſo great want as hee was at 
this time, why doth he preferre ſo poore a Peti- 
tion vnto God, who is ſo rich in mercie? And 
whereas God had now lately appeared vnto him 
here in Bzchel,, and promiſed the whole land of 


. Canaan to him , and his, why-doth hee defire fo 


poore a pittance, as food and raiment-, which 

would onely keepe life and ſoule'together ? the 

very foules of the aire are furniſhed with theſe. 
And yet 7acob defires no more,to teach vs, how 


moderate-wee-ſhould be in tho deſire of earthly 
A EY things... 
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more then is neceſlary for our callings & eſtates: 


Fed Von 

things. We may and ought to be 'cuen couetous 
of things ſpirituall, and heauenly ; fo ſaith the 
Apoltle : '(puet after the beſt gifts : but of rempo- 
rall, and earthly things we may not be couerous, 


1,Cor. 12.3 f. 


becauſe as our Sauiour teacheth, e-Lmans life doth Luk 12. x x. 


net-conſiſt in the abundance of the things which hee 


poſſeſſeth. Therefore the Apoſtles rule is , thar 
hauing but 4594 5 -rdiouers Onely food and rai- 
ment, wee muſt be content therewith-: for- Yie#us, 
eo veitituns ſunt diaitie Chriitianorum-, ſaith Hic- 
rome : fosd and raiment are the riches of Chriftians: 
and our patterne of Prayer doth warrgnt vs, to 
petition onely for our daily bread, thatis, asit is 


r.Tim.6,8. 


excellently expounded in that Royal{ Meditation Wrinenby 
wpon the Lords Prayer, onely for ſuch temporall **< *ings 


things, as areneceffary for our E/e, or atfartheſt, 
for our Bezeeffe, And they that cannot be con- 
tent with theſe , bur 'with the Horſe-leaches 
daughters, ſtill cry, Gize, 6:ue; and will needes be 
rich,tallinto temptation,and a ſnare,and into ma-* 
ny fooliſh, and hurtfull luſts , which drowne the 
ſoule in perdition , and deſtrution, 1. Tim. 6. 
neo a ſeene God in B-rhel, and ſer his 
hearr vpon him, whois the true treaſure, neither 
admired , nor much deſired ( more then was ne- 
ceſlary) this worldly traſh, 
' , Where wee may ſee, that howſoeuer world- 
lings doe nor onely admire,but cucnadore riches, 


and honours, and earthly pleaſures, as their 


ſole trinitie , yet the Children of God , knowing 


that carthly honors, and riches are but PRI 
B 2 ">" 


Maicitie, 


1.Kings 3.9, 
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of heauenly , and the pleaſures of ſinne, not (o 
much as Cele of heaucnly pleaſures : vſe 
theſe things, when. God giueth them ; but nei- 
ther abuſe noradmirethe fame. And why ſhould 
men admire ſhadowes, painted fires, which flame, 
but warme not? and may fitly be compared vnto 
Glo-wormes, or peices of rotten-wood, which in 


 adarke night ſhine like ſtars, but when the Sunne 


ariſeth., and ſhewerh what theyare, the one ap- 
peareth to be a poore worme, theother nothing 
but a'rotten ſticke : So theſe glorious outward 
things , {hinelike Starres inthe eyes of the Chil- 
dren of darkenefle : but the Children of light, 
whole cyesare purged from thoſe skales of dark- 
nefle, doe plainely ſee, that in regard of true con- 
tent, they be Yanitas vaniſyma,wormes,& ſtickes, 
before which Selomon incomparably preferred 
wiſedome; and Azur in the Prouerbs of Solomon, 
prayed cxpreſſely againſt riches in the thirtieth 
Chapter, alwellas pouertic. Mendicitatem,zy di- 
witias ne dederis mihi : Giue me neither pouertic, nor 


riches, but feed me with food connenient for me. And 


thisis the reaſon, why 7aceb in my Text , petiti- 
ons neither for riches, nor honour, nor any other 
outward thing, bur onely for bread to cat, and 
cloathes to pur on. 

And yet onething more is to be obſerued in 


| Tacobs Petition, out of theſe words of my Text, 


where he ſaith , 7 God will be with me, and keepe_ 
me in this way, that 1 got, and bring me againe to my 


fathers houſe inpeace ; wherein belides toode, and 


raiment, you ſee heedelireth theproteQtion, and 
MW - blefling 
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bleſing of God in his whole iourney going our, 
and comming. in : without which, neither his 
bread could nouriſh , nor his cloathes keepehim 
_ warme, nor any thing elſe doe him good: For 
Man doth net line by bread onely , but by enery word Mit4.4. 
which proceedeth out of the mouth of Goa, that is, the 
bleſhng of God vpon bread : For asin Philiche, a 
diſeaſed man is preſcribed to boile certaine medi- 
cinable hearbes in running water , and then: to 
drinke a quantity of that water, and ſois cured of 
his diſeaſe: and yet wee know, that it is not the 
water, but the decoftion , or infuſion which cu- 
reth the Patient ; ſo it 1s not the bread that nouri- 
ſheth , nor the abundance of outward things, 
which enricheth , or contenteth, bur the infuſi- 
on of Gods blefling , which is the Rtaffe of 
bread; without which a man may ſtarue for hun- Leuir.:6.:6. 
ger , with bread in his mouth, and die like the «4-16 
children of ae/with the flelh of Quailes in their Pal.z2.zr, 
reech, | 
Whereas on the contrary, Daxiel teedingvpon 
bare pulſe, ſtrengthened by theblelhing of God, 
which is the ſtafte of bread, and of all other 
nouriſhment, was fatter , and fairer, then they Dan.r.rg.. 
that were fed with che Kings diet : For 1t.is the 
bleſsing of God, that maketh rich: and a little, Pro 20.22. 
that the righteous hath, 1s better then the great pro.16.s, 
reuenewes of the vngodly. And wee may ob- 
| ſerue in our owne experience, many aman, who 
. witha dinner of greene hearbes,. as Solomon {pea- Pro.ry.87.. 
kerh, that is ſhorr dier, courſe clothes, hard lodg- 


ing, and a poore eſtate , looketh fatter, liuerh. 
| Re 4  merrier 


Ges. 32. 


Pſal.1 16, 


Verſe.9, 
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merrier, {leepeth ſweetlier, enioyeth more hearts 
eaſe, andrrue content , and in trueth liueth better 
then others that weare @ chaine of golde. And 
therfore wiſely did 7acob deſire nothing'but food, 
and raiment,and Gods bleffing vpon them, which 
hee knew would ſerue his turne. And thus much 
ofthe Petition,or Requeſt which Jacob deſired of 
God. ts 

Now I come to the duties, which he promiſerh 
to performe to God,in the next words, Then ſhall 
the Lord be my God, ec. - herein Jacob , who was 
afterward ſurnamed J1/rae/, having receiued but 
euen the promiſe of a benefit, ccellunky voweth 
the performance of aduetie, to teach all true 1/74e« 
lites, that Beneficium poſtulat of jicinm : and that the 
thankefulneſſe of the receiuer , ought to anſwere 
vnto the benefit of the beſtower, as the Eccho an- 
ſwereth tothe voice : wee doe no ſooner receiue 
the one, but we are immediatly bound to returne 
the other. So doth Dauid, Thou haſt delivered my 
ſoule from :2ath, mine eyes from teares, and my feet 


| from falling , There is the benefite receiued; and 


then it followeth in the very next words, 1 wil 
walke before the Lord in the land of the lining , there 
is the duetic returned : So likewiſe in my Text, 
If God will be with me, and giue me bread to cate, and 
cloathes to put on, there is the benefit petitioned for, 
and promiſe , Ther ſhall the Lord be my God, ec. 
there is the returne of a ducetie vowed. 

Now wee all haue receiued the ſame or the like 
benefits, both ſpirituall and temporall, whereby 
we are all bound -vnto the like thankefulneſle; bur 


where 


IacoBs Vovv. i 
where is the performance of the ſame, or the like 
duties? Ve owe as much, or more vnto God for 
his benefits, then 7acob did, but who voweth , or 
paieth vnto him-the ike duties, that 7acob did? 
| Vhat heart can thinke , or what rongue can ex- 

preſſe our.infinite obligations ?-Firſt for ſpirituall 

fauours :-Infinirely are we bound vato God. for 
our Creation : more theninfinitely(ifmore might 
be) for our Redemption, and our effeftuall-Cal- 
ling vnto the. participation thereof, VWhar ſhall. 
we then render vnto the Lord, forall theſe bene- 
fits done vnrovs ? Tetum me debro, faith: S. Ber- 
nard , prome fatto: quid igitur rependam pro me re- 
aempto ? Towe enery whit of my ſelfe (vnto God) for 
my Creation, what ſhall I then render vnto hinfor my: 
Redemption? 
And Saint Ambroſeſaith, Nez! Leſt quod dignum. Amir, fuper-- 
referre poſſumus pro ſuſcepta carne Maria, Up 19 I 
-cruce obita, quid prowverberibus , & fepuitura redde- 
Pins ? We are not able to be ſufficiently thankefull for 
taking our fleſh of th: (Virgin) Marie, what ſhall wee 
then returne wnto him for his ſuffering vpen the 
Croſje, for his ſtripes, for his burial ? 
And as for temporall benefits , we are farre-be> 
fore-1acob; he wandred vp and downe the world 
like-a poore Pilgrime, with his ſtaffein his hand : 
he kept ſheepe, and was parched with the heatof 
the day,, and frozen with the cold of the nights 
* | * andin my Text, the bare carth was his bedde, a : 
Hard ftone his-pillow ; he had nothing, he deſired 
nothing, but encly.bread to. cate, and cloathes to 
Put on, ahd the protetion and bleſhng of.Gad 
/ B. 4: vpon: 


% 
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vponhimin his tourney, and yet hee; enen for 
theſe vowed a Vow vnto God. Vvee lit vnder 
our owne Vines, and our owne Fig-trees in peace 
/ Amos 6.4,5, and reſt, [eliewpor b:as of Inorie , and ſtretch our 
b ſelaes upon our conch? ;, we are clad in purple and fine 
linnen, and fare delicately enery day; we eat calues out 
of the ſtalles, and lambes out of the flockes; wee drinke 
wine in boules, and annoint our ſelues with coſtly oint- 
ments, and inuent initruments of Muſicke (like Da- 
uid.) But who is either ſorrie for the affiiition of 10- 
ſeph, the extreame miſeries of our Brethren in 
neighbour-Countries, or who is ſenſible of our 
owne great proſperitic, and our incomparable 
happineſle , or whio for all this voweth one Vow 
ro God? 
| Luke 17.7, When our Saviour Cnx1sr had cleanſed 
8 X ren Leapers, there was but one found amongſt 
| allthoſe ten, & he a ſtranger too, that returned to 
gtueGod thanks. I feare there is ſcarſely oneof an 
hundred amongſt vs, that is but euen ſo thanke- 
full vnto God for all his benehts, as that ſtranger 
was onely for hiscleanſing. 4 
When this good Patriarke 7acob returned rich 
from Padan- Aran in the 3 2.chapter of this booke, 
he neither forgate what he was then, nor what he 
had beene before : and therefore in a thankefull 
remembrance of Gods great mercies towards 
him,he payed one part of this Vow inthat place, 
Gen-32.10. and worſhipped God, ſaying,” O Lord, 7 am not 
worthy of the leaſt of all thy merties : for with my ſtaffe 
Tp /o ouer this Tordan, and now 1 am become two 
bands. 17 Df 
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.. Many a one there bein this honourable Court, 
wha haue paſſed ouer,nor the riuer of /ordan, but 
the river of Trext,or Thames,or Seuerne with their 
ſtaucs.intheir hands,that is,pooreeſtates in com- 
pariſon, and  haue beene deliuered from many 
dangers, andars now. euen laden with riches and 
honours ; And yet I doubt there bee not maaie, 
that for all this, haue vowed with 7aceb, to have 
the Lord for their God,or to build him an Houſe, 
or to pay him the Tenth of all that he hath giuen 

them. , | 
OneRecligious Vow, you {ce wecekely payed in 
this place by our royall /aceb, I mcanc our Tuel- 
dayes Exerciſe;which was deuoutly vowed,vpon 
as 1uſt, an occalion, as euer Vow was made. . And 
hitherto (God berthanked)itharh beene religioul- 
ly performed. God grant that this our 7acob may 
long, and long liuc a happic King of this happie 
Iſland, cuen as long (if 1r bee his will) as the olde 
Partiarke /acob.did,. to pay this tribute ; and the 
reſt of his Vowes vato the King of Kings, And 
can wee that are his ſeruants , haue a better pat- 
terne to imitate,then the Religious example of ſo 
Royall a Maſter? therefore 1 will conclude this 
point, with that zealous exhortation'of another 
King , Pſal. 76.11. VYoxete & reddite Domino Deo 
veftro. Vow vnto the Lord your God ,, and keepe it, 
all yee that are round. about hims : bring preſents wnts 
him that ouzht to befeared. And thus much of the 

generall of Jacobs VOW... 

Now I come-to the particular duties vowed; 
and theyare.three. Firſt, thatthe Lord Rad 
| C ſs 
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Tacoss Vovv. 


be his God, thatis, that hee would worſhip the 
erne God, -and no other. Secondly, rhat rhe 
fone which hee had ſer vp for a pillar, ſhould be 
Gods houle: thatis, he would dedicate thar place 
vnto the publique worſhip of God. Thirdly,for 
the maintcnance of both theſe, he would giue the 
Tenth of all thathee had. All which were ne- : 
cellary duties, andeuery one of them hath a ne- 
ceſſary relation, and dependance vpon other;For 
if God muſtbe worſhipped, then muſt hee hauea 
place to be worſhipped in, which is here called an 
Houſe, andourSayrov x faith, ſhall ofall na- 
tions bee called the Houſe of Prayer; Andifa 
Houſe of Prayer, then a maintenance for that 
Houſe,and them that ſhall ſay Prayers inir. Of 
theſe in order, and firſt of the firſt. 
Then ſhall the Lord be my God. 
To hauetheL o « Þ for our Gov, is the very 
fumme of rhe firſt Commandement, the meaning 
whereof, as all Interpreters expound ir, is to loue 
God aboucall, ro make him our treaſure, and tn- 
finitely to preferre him, and his Seruice before 
our {clues, and all other things inthe world. A 
ductic whereunto cuery man is bound, as wellas 
1acob, and cuery man that is not an 4therzf , will 
confeſſe,and profeſſe as much; But how they per- 
forme this dutie, or cither loue , or preferre God 
aboue all, who ſo farre preferre themſelues, their 
honours, pleaſures and profits vnto Gods Ser- 
vice, thatthey ſpend more houres of time, and 

pounds of money vpon the one,then minntes, or 
pence vpon theother; and beſtow more coſt euen 
| vpon 


IACOBSs Vovv. 15 
vpon points and ſhooe-ſtrings' in one day, then 
vponthe worthipping of God in a whole yeere, 
iudge ye. Anures omnium pulſo, conſcientias h, a#l0- 
rum connuenio, as Saint Auguſtine ſpeakerh. If the 
Lord be their God , where is his feare ? where is 
his loue ? where is his honour? there gocth more 
ro this , then the hearing of a Sermon once, or 
twiſe a wecke ; eſpecially as it is vſually heard, 
which is ſcarce worth the name of a hearing: and 
Tacob meant more then ſo in my Text. Forto 
haue the Lord for our God, is to loue him aboue 
all, as I ſaid before, and to ſerue him Semper , & 
48 ſemper, with an vniuerſall obedience, bothin 
regard of time and place, and with-Dazid to haue 


ts 2 aaa 


reſpe&t,not vnto ſome one, or two ; but vnto all pal. rg. 6. 


his Commandements. They which ſerue God 
on the Sundaies, butnot on the weeke-dayes; in 
the Church, not in their Chambers , Cloſets, 
Callings, and whole courſe of life; and that , not 
for praiſe, profit, pleaſing of men,or cuſtome;bur 
outof a good and honeſt heart, and a conſcience 
of their duties , doe notperforme this part of 7a- 
cobs Vow, to hane the Lord for their God. And 
thus much of the firſt dutic. 
_ - The ſecond followeth in the next words, And 
this tone, which I hane ſet vp for apillar, ſhalbe Gods 
Houſe. A dutie neceſlarily depending vpon the 
former;for if God muſt be wor{hipped,then muſt 
| hehaueaplace to be worſhipped in,here called an 
Houſe. 
Now ſome thinke, that this place where 7acob 


ſlept, and ſetvp this Pillar, was Mount 24oria,and 
G73 that 


1. King. 8. 73+ 
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thathe called it Bethel, or the Houſe of God, Pro- 
phetically by a Prolepſes.; becauſe 'the Temple 
ſhould afterwards bee builr-there: yer there may 
be two orher reaſons; why /acob calierh thus pillar 
Gods Houſe as before he called thewvery place 
Bethel: | 

1. Becauſe God had -manitcſted his /preſence 
here, in ati extraordinary manner; as he did afrer- 
wards both'in thewandring-rabernacle, and in 
the fixed Temple; where he was, therefore ſaid to 
dwell, as inan Houle. 

2. Becauſe 1acob conſecrated this: place vnto 


the Seruice of God;;and chap.35,andva..verſe,. ler. 
vp-an Alear forhis worlhip in ſtead of this Pillar, 
- and (as may probably be thoughr) would hauc 


built a Houſe for Prayer , and ſacrificed in this 
place;it himſelfe,and the Church had beene then 
ſerled here,” and had opportuninie, and meanes to 
haue done it. Bur being a Pilgrime, andin his 
journey, he did whathe could tor the preſent, he 
anointed a Pillar , erected an Altar for Sacrifice, 
and \dedicated: a-place-tor- an Houſe of Prayer; 
whereby we may {ce what great care this holy 
Patriarke had of the place of Gods **wrllip : his 
firſt care was forthe worthip ic ſelf, which hee 


vowed in the former words : .his next: care is of 


—— rhe —_ worlhip,'in'theſe words. -* «' 


the worlihip:of God : ſo ourſecond care thould 


teachvs, that as our firſt care ſhould be © 
beof the place ofhis worſhip. The obiet ofour 
firſt louc,imuſtbe God him(clfe : the obiet of our 
fccondioue,muſt bethe Houſe of God. © Lora, 7 
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haueloged the habitation of thy bouſe , and the place 
where thine honour d:velleth,; (faith Dawa) P[al.., ..- 
26.8. Thyſexnants take pleaſure? tn ber ſlones, aud fa- 
our the ery duſt ther cope. Pſal.102,14- And; Pal. 
84.10, .0ae dayi#thyourts, i better then ul 
ſand. 1hadrather be dmerkeeper, in th: houſe of my 
God, then ta dwell in the textsof wickedneſſe : = 
herendreth.the reaſon, why he ſo.cxceedin lylo- 
ucd the Houſe of Gag, inthe. very nextverte; for 
there the Lord uu the [unpe.aud ſhield ,. there heemill Veil. 11. 
iu? grace and glarie © and uo good thing will be with: 
hald from them that line 4 zodiy life. God is inall, 
wn by agenerall prouidence; bat hee dy i<lleth 
10 his houſe by, aſpecjall preſcnce..: Hee diltillerh 
the droppes of his mercie vpon cuery pare of the$ 
garth,: but he. Powreth' it downevpon thatholy 
around, which is dedicate tohis Seryice,,, There, 
ac thineth ike the Supne-: there, hee defenderhs 
ikea ſhieldg;hee: filled che Tem plc at teruſalen 
wich hig.glprie : hee made many graciqus-promi- 
es tothegg chat praied thergia, or cowards .it,aud 
(till where two 9x three are gathered Fagethar, inbjs, Mat.18. 20, 
Name, h2e will be 4a the midde/t amongit them: and 
no _— thing will he with-hold from chemythar. 


warkhip. him .in' the beautie.,of  holineſle and 


waik.itor bis: louti'g hindaeſe ws the dd of this Plal48.y. 
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ſear. \ 


| Which cuer o Fj bs holy. men of God 
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Luke 7.5. 
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Taco BS 'Vovv.: 
in former ages with the zcale of his Houſe, that 
they ſpared neither coſt, nor paines, nor ener af- 

feed any thing ſo much, as the building and 
beautifying thereof. 7 will not ſuffer mine eyes to 


fleepe, nor myeye-lids to ſlumber (ſaith Dagia,) wntill 


1 find out aplace for the Lord, an habitation for the 
mightie God of Tacob. Pal. 132. The good Cen- 
turion inthe Goſpel builded a Synagogue at his 
owne charges. Great Con#antine, that mirrour of 
deuotion, bare twelue baskets of earth vpon his 
owne ſhoulders towards the founding of a 
Church. And when that noble Captaine Teren- 
ti had done ſuch ſeruice in e4rwera, that the 
Emperour Yalens bade him aske whatſoeuer hee 
would, fora reward of his ſernice, his onely ſuite 
( as Theodoret reporteth ) was v# Orthodoxr" wa 
preberetur Eccleſia: And when the Emperour tare 
his petition,and bade him aske ſomewhat els, hee 
ſill perfifted in his ſuite,and called God torecord, 
that hee would make no other ſuit butthar. And 
how zealous our owne forefathers hate beene in 
this kinde of denotion , I need not ſpeake, "the 
zeale of Gods Houſedid cuen cate them vp : the 
goodly Monuments whereof, yet extantin all our 
Cities, and many Countey-Parithes (which haue 
ſpared vs both the labour, and charge of building 
Houſes vnto God) ſpeake for them. But ſome of 
thoſe Houſes which they haue built, and even the 
faireſt of them, ſince their Butrereſles , and Pillars 
(1 meanetheir maintenance) hath beene pluckt a- 
way,begin to droope alreadie, and in time, (if it 
be not preuented) will moulder away , _ drop 
OWNE. 


IacoBs Vovv. I9 
downe: And yet who pitticth the ruines of Sion, 
or,repaireth any one wall, or window thereof ? 
will yoar ſelues dwzl in ſicled houſes, and ſuffer the 1x;y...,. 
Houſes of God to lie waſte ?. Shall Pater: nofer build 
Churches , and Our father pull them downe? (as > 
the prouerbe is) or ſuffer them to fall? Olet not +.Sam.1.20 
that be told in Gath , nor publiſhed in the ſlreetes of _ 
Askalon, /eft the Philiſtines reiozse , left the wncir= / 
cumciſed triumph. 

Therefore to.conclude this point, Seeing wee 
need not with Z:cob in my Text,vow to build : ler 
vs all out of our zeale vnto Gods Houle , vow to- 
beautific, or at leaſt to keepe vp thoſe Houles, 
which are built to our hands. And thus much 
of the ſecond duetie, which cob vowed in theſe 
words, This ſtone which 1 haue ſet vp, @&c. - 

The third followeth in the laſt words, And of 
all that thou ſhalt giue me, 1 will giue the Tenth unto 
thee. A duetic neceflarily depending vpon the . 
two former, as I ſaid before : For if God muſt be 
worſhipped, and haue an Houſe, then muſt there 

of necefhtic be a maintenance: therefore 7acob in 

the third place, for a perpetuall maintenance of 

the worſhip, and houſe of God, andthem that 

ſhall attend therein, voweth for himſelfe, and all 

thepoſteritie, as well of his Faith, as Fleſh, vnto 
the end of the world, the paiment of Tithes ; Off 
all that thou ſhalt giue mee , 1 will ſurely giue the 

Fenth unto thee. 

But what is the reaſon why cob here voweth 
to-giue vnto God rather the Tenth thenany other 
part of his goods? Surely howſocucr ſome other: 

| C4 cauſes. 
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2 Ixcops* Vorurv. 
cauſes may beealleadged; yerthe true" reaſon is, 
beemife 7arob knew, eitherby thelightof Naroce, 
or by the tradition and practiſe-of his'Anceſtdrs, 
that this quera,thie very tenth, and no other part, 
was ,'is, and for cuer muſt beas due, vnto God, 
ascither his Houſe,or his worthip : therefore he 
foyneth theſe three together , being all relariues 
which depend ONE VPOon another > Se miitio Poe 
punt, & auferunt, and they are all equally due vn- 
to'God': And duevnto him, notby any common 
riphr, asotherchings, butby a ſpeciall proprierie, 
andright ofreſeruation: whereby Almighty God 
fromthe very Creation of the world, 'and dona- 
tion thereof wvnto the vic of men, reſerued vnto 
himſelfe, and ſfeparared from: common vſe ,-vnto 
his-owne Seruice, ſomc out of every one of theſe 
fiue things, which ſhould neuer after be alienated, 
or taken away without Sacriledge. 
1. Afocmeof Diuine worthip,which may ne- 
ver begivento any other.” 102 7: 
2. Atime for this worthip,which is the Saboth 
day;neuer tobe abrogated. . 
3+ Aplaceof worlhip,which is his Houle,ne- 
uerto beiprophaned. 
4. A Prieſt-hood, which may-neuer bow knee 
vnto Baal. © . 
-5. Andlaſtly,forthe maintenance of all theſe, 
Tithes, which hee therefore-calleth his owne in- 
heritance, neuer without Sacriledge to-beimpro- 
Awbr. Ser. 34: priated. De omniſubſtant ia quan Dei homint donat, 
foſt 1-Domini. dechmampartem fibireſeruauit. Of all the ſubſtance 
camquadrage/. yphich' Goa hath ciuen onto man, he hath reſerued the 
"” vi ££die,col, Tenth 
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[ib4 tantum decimam vendicans,nobs omnia condona- 
wit.. God challenging only to himſelfe the Tenth, hath 
giuen all things vntovs. And that hee reſerued 
to himſelfe the tithes for this purpoſe,cuen from 
the beginning , as well as any of the other foure 
things may appeare by this ; That for any thing 
we know tothe contrary, tithes were payed cuen 
from the beginning of the world:for ſome thinke, 
that Caize, and Abel offered the very tithe as they 
were inſtructed of their father Adam : But how- 
ſocuer that be, certain it is, tharthereis no ſo0- 
ner mention made of any Prieſt > =4- of an or- 
der. fit-to receiue them, : then there is mention 
of paying of tithes vntohim. For «Abraham the 
father of the Faithfull, no ſooner met with a7e/- 
chiſedec a Prieſt of an- Order , but for an example 
vatoall his poſteritie, euetrall the Faithfull, vnro 
the end of the world, hee gaue him tithes of all 
the ſpoiles. Ger. 14. Andgaueithim, not as an 
arbitraric gift ; but as a neceffarie duc vnto God: 
for hee ſware nor. totake ſo muchas a Shooe-lar- 
chet of the oy wag! Sodorms', And yer hee tooke 


the tithe ,; to offer , notas his ;:bur as:Gods:due. 


And. 1«cob in my Text; amongft other Morrall 


daetics.(for here is nothing: Ceremonialvoweth 
the paying of tithes : and the'27. of Zenzrirus, 
ned vnder the Law , God'dothnotthen begi1to 


referue. them, aud to-ſay ,, A/t the rithes of rheland 


ſhalbe 
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Tenth part unto himſtlfe. They be the very words 
_ of Saint Ambroſe, And. S. Angnitime ſaith , Dems Aug.d: tomy. 


Ser. 21g, 


Verl. 30. 


Tov Vow | 

fhalbe the Lords; but claimeth them as his due of 
old by ancient inheritance, ſaying , —/ the rithe 
i the Lords, it « holy -ynto the Lord; not it ſhall be, 
And fo being his owne of old , he onely affigneth 


them vnto- the Leuiticall Prieſt-hood for that 
time. ' And thus you-ſce them duc, both before; 
and vnderthe Law. | 9-2 I02 

Nowletany man ſhew, whets, and wherethey 
were abrogated by the Goſpell ? Not by our Sa- 
viour Cn &«1sT, whoſpeakethof them twiſt, 
orthriſe,, and ſo had iuſt occaſion to have abro- 


gated them;if he had had any ſuch intent; yer hee 


abrogateth- not, but rather confirmerth them: 


 Matth.23. Hec oportuit facere; Theſe things ought 


you to haue:done. ' Nor by the Apoſtle, for S.Pau/ 
1s ſo farre from abrogating, thar on the contrary 
heboth where are and cſtabliſheth them, and 
prooueth:them due. He commanderh them, Gat. 
6.6. Let hins that is taught in the word communicate 
with him that" teacheth g4 im 225 in all good. 
things. Indeed henameth not the very Gnotum, 
how much they were tocommunicate, as taking 
ir-for-graunted , that the Galathians themiclues 
knew that to'berhe trueth, ai thelight of 
Nature, and-by'the Scriptures, and by the perpe- 
tuall pratiſcof the Church, and'iby the praiſe 
of the Heathen themſelues, who vſed to- offer 
their Tithes to their Tdoles. : >! 1. 0 7 0 DH 
And: 1. Cor. 9- ons omen eſtabliſheth'for a 
rpemuall:ordinance the>paying-of 'Tirhes*: for 


which 


IacoBs Vovv. 23 | 
whichpreach the Goſpel, ſhould line of the Goſpel. Enen 
fo, (thatis as appeareth) our of the former verſe, 


As they that miniſtred aboat holy things inthe Temple, Veil. ;. 


liued wpon thoſe holy things , and they that wazted 
pon the Altar, lined of the Altar : Euen ſo muſt the 
Miniſters ofthe Goſpel line , vpon the ſelfe ſame 
maintenance, - Now how liued they? Indeed the 
Prieſts of the Law-had other emoluments, which 
| were Ceremomiall, and temporarie : bur theu. 
principall, morall, certaine, and perpetuall main- 
tenance was out of thoſe ordinarie, and annuall 
Tirhes', which are Gods ſtanding Inheritance; 
therefore of thera muſt the Prieſts of the Goſpel! 
live; Even fo (ſaith the Apoſtle) hath rhe Lord 
ordained : here is no abrogation,buta ratification 
of this eternall ordinance, | 
- . Andlaſtly (whichin mine opinionis the moſt 
impregnable place) Heb.7. the Apoltle ſtrongly 
prooueth , thatthe Tiches muſt for euer remaine 
due vnto God : F or being to prooue the excellen- 
cieof Cn nn s r s Prieſt-hood,aboue the Prieft- 
hood of Aaron, and Lex, hee proouerh it by the 
perpetuitic thereof : becauſe Cn x 1 s T remai- 
netha Prieſt for euer after the order of Melchiſc- 
dec: whereas the Leuiticall Prieft-hood was alrea- 
die ended, & to prooue the perpetuity of Chriſts 
Prieſt-hood, he vſeth no other Medium, but this 
perpetuall tithing , Yer. 8. Heremen that did re- 
ccive Tithes;thatis Zeus, whodied bothin regard 
of perſon and office: butthere,thar is CH x 1s Tt 
in Melchi{edes received them , of whom it is wit- 
D 2 neſled, 


—_ 
neſed,rharheelliverh: thereforeif Chrilts Pricſt- 


_ Heb.7.8. 


 Tacoss Vovr.: 


hood be perpetuall, then muſt his tithing be per- 
petuall,orcls the Apoſtles argument is to no pur- 


And thus you. ſee it prooued by theſe three 
places of Scripture, hat theſe Tithes,which Jacob 
vowed in my. Textlong before the Law, are ſtill 
due vnto God, and his Church in the time of the 


——Goſpell ire Diuino; And this hath becne both 
Mrs conſtant opinion of all Antiquitie, and the 


For 


erperuall praQiſe of the Church, whatfocuer 
any late Hiſtorie doth report -to the contrary. 
Therefore it is abſurde to fay, that theſe Tithes 
were onely Leuiticall, and chat there is now no- 
thing but a competencie due by a Morall equitie : 
Fo can they be only Leuiticall, which were 
vowed by 7acobin my text, and paid by Abrahim, 
and by Lexi himſelte.in rhe loines of Abraham,tiue 


hundred yecres before the Leuiticall Law began. 


And to ſpeake of a Competencienow, is a meere 


conceit.; For who ſhall preſume to. preſcribe an 


vncertaine Competencie , where God himſelfe 
hath ſet downea perpetuall certaintie, which hee 
neuer yetalcered? Or why ſhould any man think, 
that God, who prouided a ſtanding, certaine, and 
liberall Maintenance for the  Leuiticall Prieſt- 
hood in the rime of the Law, which was leſle ho- 
nourablc, ſhould leave the Miniſtery ofthe Goſ- 
pell , which exceedeth in honour vnto anvncer- 
taine and beggerly competencie : «ſpecially fore. 
knowing , and foretelling that intheſe laſt ory 

Chan- 
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Charitic ſhould waxe cold, and men be loners of 
themſelues,and their pleaſures, morethen louers 
of God, and his Church. And yer hec requirech, 
Haſpnatey at our hands too, which he knew the 
worldscompetency could notaffoord. 

Therefore it muſt needs follow for acertaine 
conclulion,wherewith I willend, that all true 44- 
cobites,or true 1/raelites which liue vader the Gol 
pell, are bound to performe all /acobs Vow in the 
time of the Goſpell, and not. onely, to hane the. : 
Lord for their God, and build, or atlcaſt main- 
taine his houſes; but alſo ,;of all that he hath gi- 
uenthem, to giue the Tenth vato him. And 
therefore,as Salomon faith , 1t muſt needs be a de 
ftruition for any man to deuonre theſe things that are, 
[anttified , the vſurping , and deuouring whereof, 
(as I verily belecuc) hath beene/the deſtruction 


of many Houſes amongſt vs. Nolnimn partiri 


cum Deo decimas , ſaith Saint eAuguitine; IMedo au» Serm.de tow. 
tems totuntollitur: We would not giue our Tithes unts *'9<- 39- 


God, 4nd now all i taken from vs.. And Malachi 
ſaith, They are carfed with 4 Curſe all the whole IN a+ 
tion of them, that robbed the Lord of Tithes and Offe- 
rings... And Dauzdcurieth the deuourers of theſe 
holy things , with:the moſt bitter curſe, thateuer 


hecurſed any creature., 'O my God (faith he) Doe Phlsz. 


unto themghat ſay, Let ws take the Houſes of Godiinto 
our poſſeſgon., a3 vnto the Midianites, , 4s to Siſcra 
and. Jabin,; which periſhed at Endor, and became as 
dung for the earth. Jake their Nobles like Oreb,and 
Zeeb. yeaall their Primes ,'as Zeba and Zalmunna: 

Rp Oni 1 make 
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make them ike a wheele, ant us th: flubble before the 
wind: As the fre burneth the wood; and as the flarze 
ferret rhe muuntinton fre fs perfetre Hem with 
thy tempeſt, and make them afraide withthy ſtorme, 
cc. God keepeallour Noblcs and Princes,and 
People from this birter Curſe: for the avoiding 
whereof, and' obtaining the contrarie bleffing, 
me rhinkes'many fhould not onely, with 7acob ir 
my Text, vow togiuetheit own Tithes; bur vow 
to redeeme thele captiue-tithes, out of the hands 
of other men, who hane vſurped the ſame;and to 
reſtore them vntothe Lord againe,, who is their 
right owner; then which , they'cannoralmoſt of- 
fer amore acceptable Sacrifice, or Seruice'vnto 
him. | ch ipdhey 

-And'ycthow thefe houſes of God are taken,and 
ſtillheldein poſſeſſion , and his Inheritance till 
emberclledin rheſe dayes, the oye of the poore 
Leuites cucry where doe witneſle, nor onely in 
thoſeplaces, whereall is gone, and onely a Com- 
petency (as it was then ſuppoſed) of ten pounds 
ayecrelefr (whichis ſcarce a Competency now 
for a Hog-heard ) butalſo in many other places, 
where the tithes are 'not- quite impropriatcd, but 
yer ſo gelded by pretended preſcriptions,and'vn- 
conſcionable, nay vnreaſonable cuſtomes de mods 
decimandi , & ade non detimands, and they many 
timesconfirmed by prohibitions , that the poore 
Leuire hath in ſome plices,not the tenth{in ſome, 
not the twentieth part of the rithe.” T would to 
God that theBody of the Honorable Parliament 
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wereas willing as the Religious and Royall Head 
thereof, to take this grieuance into their ſerious 
conlideration , that this Parliament might haue 
the honour to enat ſome wholeſome Law for 
the honour of God, the aduancement of his 
Church, the peace of their owne conſciences, and 
the reliefe of the poore Clergie in this behalfe; 
that ſo we might all (as weare all bound) pay 4 
cobs Vow vnto the God of 7acob,and receine from 
him 7acobs blefling. Which God graunt for his 
Sonne Insvs CurT1sr his fake, whois our 
eternall Prieſt, to whom with the Father, and his 
Bleſſed Spirit bee all Honour, Praiſe, 
and Thankeſ-giulng for cuer, 
and cuer. AMEN. 


FINIS 
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